
General Synod Information  
 

Venue in Cleveland, Ohio 

 

The Cleveland Convention Center, 300 Lakeside Ave., Cleveland, OH 44113 

is located in the heart of a vibrant downtown on the shores of Lake Erie.  

The Convention Center is within walking distance of first-class 

accommodations and dining as well as the home of the United Church of 

Christ’s national offices located at 700 Prospect Avenue, which houses the 

stunning Amistad Chapel.     

 

Brief Overview of Events 

The General Synod will begin at 1:00 PM on Friday, June 26th with 

Educational Intensives which are an opportunity for delegates and visitors to 

take an in-depth look at issues that come to the General Synod in the form of 

Resolutions.  The opening plenary begins at 2:30 PM followed by the dinner 

hour, plenary will then resume at 7:30 PM, concluding with the opening 

worship service. Among the many business items at Thirtieth General 

Synod, delegates and visitors will hear from the candidates for the General 

Minister and President and the Executive Minister for Wider Church 

Ministries. 

 

Saturday will be a time of light business in the morning and will feature a 

keynote speaker; the afternoon will offer workshops, a service project, and 

an opportunity to participate in Cleveland’s Gay Pride Parade; late 

afternoon the General Synod Gala Dinner featuring celebrity guest, Antwone 

Fisher. Saturday evening the first-ever General Synod Dance will be held, 

featuring Cleveland’s own Ovation Band, playing music for every age and 

taste! 

 

On Sunday morning delegates will be in committees for focused deliberation 

and will recommend action on the resolutions that are to be considered.   

 

Sunday afternoon we will welcome visitors from all over Ohio and 

surrounding states to a community wide worship service.   

 

Sunday evening, delegates and visitors will have the opportunity to attend 

the hearings on the biennial OCWM basic support projections, the General 

Synod Nominating Committee process, changes to the United Church of 



Christ Constitution and Bylaws, our relationship with the United Church of 

Canada, and the Fossil Fuel Resolution Implementation.  There will also be 

an opportunity Sunday evening to meet the nominee for General Minister 

and President, the Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer and the nominee for re-

election as Executive Minister for Wider Church Ministries, the Rev. Dr. 

James Moos.  

 

Monday and Tuesday the General Synod will turn to its attention to the 

business and consider the resolutions and other formal motions (this is the 

United Church of Christ’s unique method of speaking to the world); there 

will be elections of the two Officers of the Church and new members of the 

United Church Board of Directors.  Delegates and visitors will hear from 

fascinating and inspiring speakers in between business sessions and General 

Synod will conclude Tuesday evening with an inspiring and wonderful 

worship service. 
 
 
 

Worship Themes 
 

The theme for General Synod 2015 in Cleveland is "Unexpected Places,” 

inspired by Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28:10-17: 

…Jacob’s Dream at Bethel 

……Jacob woke from his sleep and said,   

‘Surely our God is in this place 

—and I did not know it!’   

And he was afraid, and said, 

‘How awesome is this place 

!  This is none other than the house of God,   

and this is the gate of heaven.’ 

 

General Synod 30 will seek the Still-Speaking God in unexpected places in 

five worship services. 

 

Friday Evening in the Plenary Hall  7:30-9:00 pm 

Is that You, Holy One? 

  Finding God in unexpected places requires our hearts to be open and our 

courage strong.   

Rev. Molly Baskette, Lead Pastor at First Church UCC in Somerville, 

MA invites us to take courage in her sermon on Matthew 15: 21-28. 



Saturday Morning Praise in the Plenary Hall   8:30-9:00 am 

We’ll need energy to start a day of education, service and celebration; this 

service of music will get us off to an energetic start. 

 

Sunday Afternoon in the Plenary Hall   

2:00 pm musical preparation 

3:00-5:00 pm Service of Holy Communion  

Handing on the Mantle 

Times of transition often lead us to unexpected encounters with the 

Divine. Bishop Dwayne Royster, founding pastor of Living Water United 

Church of Christ in Philadelphia, invites us to explore the story of Elijah and 

Elisha in 2 Kings 2: 1-14, where one journey ends and a new one begins.  

The service will include a Service of Holy Communion, presided over 

by members of the Collegium of Officers, and will be supported by great 

choral music. 

 

Monday Evening Prayer in the Plenary hall   

At close of business    Night Prayer    

 

He is not here,  

stop whining.  

 The Spring of Life is risen.   

He is not here:  

sing with joyful voice,  

for life, not for death.   

Palestinian Hymn:  Ghanu Lil Hayat 

 

At the end of a long day’s Synod work we have to stop, and give all 

our efforts over to God. How to let go, in peace and trust, when there is still 

so much to be done at Synod, and in our troubled world?  

On this night, Dr. Mitri Raheb, Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Christmas Church in Bethlehem, will guide us through the story of Jesus’ 

death into wonderful, unexpected, new life.  

 

Tuesday Evening in the Plenary Hall   7:30-8:45  pm 

Celebration of Hope   

We leave Synod and face an unknown future.   

The Gospel story of a night’s fishing expedition in John 21: 1-14 offers 

some clues of where to find hope and new life in unexpected places. Rev. 

Dr. Sharon E. Watkins, General Minister and President of the Christian 



Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada will preach, 

and will join Rev. Geoffrey Black in celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the 

Covenant between the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United 

Church of Christ.  
 


